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Abstract

Superstitious beliefs and practices have accompanied human societies throughout history and have appeared in
diverse cultural, religious, and social settings. Among these beliefs, tatayyur (belief in bad omens) occupies a
prominent place, having influenced individual behavior and collective decision-making across ancient
civilizations. Historical evidence suggests that Greeks, Romans, Egyptians, Persians, and pre-Islamic Arabs
associated certain animals, birds, numbers, dreams, and events with fortune or misfortune. Such beliefs were
often used to interpret future occurrences and explain unexpected hardships.

This study explores the historical development of tatayyur, its manifestations in different civilizations, and its
evaluation in the light of Islamic teachings. Employing an analytical and textual approach, the research examines
relevant Qur’anic verses, Prophetic traditions, and historical accounts to understand the origins and persistence
of superstitious thinking. The findings indicate that belief in omens was not confined to a particular culture but
represented a widespread human tendency to attribute causality to symbolic signs and external phenomena. In
contrast, Islam challenged these assumptions by establishing the principles of tawhid (Divine Unity), qadar
(Divine Decree), and tawakkul (trust in God). The Qur’an and Sunnah consistently reject the notion that objects,
persons, times, or events possess inherent powers of good or bad fortune.

The study concludes that Islam offers a coherent intellectual and spiritual framework that liberates individuals
from fear, uncertainty, and irrational beliefs. By replacing superstition with faith, moral responsibility, and
reliance upon God, Islamic teachings contribute to the development of a balanced worldview and a more rational
understanding of human experience.
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