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Abstract

This study explores the concept of the balance of power in military strategy through a
comparative analysis of the Prophetic era and the contemporary international system.
The research examines how military, political, economic, and diplomatic factors
contributed to maintaining stability and security during the time of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and how similar principles continue to shape modern strategic thought. In the
Prophetic era, the balance of power was achieved through a combination of strategic
alliances, intelligence gathering, defensive preparedness, conflict management, and
ethical conduct in warfare. These measures enabled the Muslim community to survive
external threats and establish a stable socio-political order despite limited resources.
The study further analyzes contemporary military doctrines, where states seek to
preserve national interests and regional stability through military capabilities,
alliances, deterrence policies, and technological superiority. By comparing the two
contexts, the research identifies both similarities and differences in strategic
approaches. While modern military strategies are often influenced by geopolitical
competition and advanced weapon systems, the Prophetic model emphasizes moral
responsibility, justice, and the protection of human dignity alongside security
objectives.Using a qualitative and analytical methodology, this study highlights the
relevance of Prophetic strategic principles for addressing contemporary security
challenges. The findings suggest that a sustainable balance of power requires not only
military strength but also ethical leadership, diplomacy, and social cohesion. The
research contributes to the broader discourse on military strategy by demonstrating
how historical Islamic experiences can provide valuable insights for modern security
studies and conflict resolution.

Keywords: Balance of Power, Prophetic Military Strategy, Security Studies, Strategic
Alliances, Contemporary Military Doctrine.
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"Islamic law has always seriously and proactively engaged
with ideas about how to ensure that war is fought for morally
just causes. Yet, since the medieval period, Islam has not
updated its thoughts on what principles might best enhance
combat effectiveness in order to win battles and wars with the
maximum effectiveness, the minimum use of force and the
minimum likelihood of harm to the innocent®".
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3 Joel Hayward, "Islamic Principles of War for the Twenty-First Century," (London: King's
College London & Islamic College, 2020), p. 2,
https://archive.org/details/islamic-principles-of-war.
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"Within the earliest extant Arabic sources, this study identifies
nine principles these being Virtuous Objective, Legitimacy,
Unity of Command and Effort, Consultative Decision-
Making, Offensive Action, Defensive Security, Morale,
Restraint, and Deception that were integral in the warfighting
of the Prophet®".
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‘Joel Hayward, "Islamic Principles of War for the Twenty-First Century," (London: King's
College London & Islamic College, 2020), p. 3,
https://archive.org/details/islamic-principles-of-war
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"The Prophet Muhammad's approach to war consistently
emphasized restraint, proportionality, and the protection of
non-combatants. His military operations were almost always

defensive in nature, aimed at neutralizing threats rather than

territorial expansion”".
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"The Prophet's use of consultation (shura) in military decision-
making was not merely a matter of personal humility but a
strategic tool that enhanced the quality of decisions, built
consensus, and strengthened the morale of his followers. This
principle of consultative decision-making is one of the nine
Islamic Principles of War identified in this study!'*".
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12 Joel Hayward, "Islamic Principles of War for the Twenty-First Century," (London: King's
College London & Islamic College, 2020), p. 8
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"The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah demonstrates the Prophet's
strategic genius in recognizing that military victory is not the
only path to success. By accepting terms that appeared
disadvantageous, he created the conditions for a strategic shift
in the balance of power that ultimately led to the peaceful
conquest of Mecca'".
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15 Joel Hayward, "Islamic Principles of War for the Twenty-First Century," (London: King's College
London & Islamic College, 2020), p. 22https://archive.org/details/islamic-principles-of-war.
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"The principle of Restraint, which is one of the nine Islamic

Principles of War, was most clearly demonstrated during the

conquest of Mecca. Despite having overwhelming military

power and the opportunity to exact revenge on his former

persecutors, the Prophet Muhammad chose forgiveness over
vengeance's".
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18 Joel Hayward, "Islamic Principles of War for the Twenty-First Century," (London: King's College
London & Islamic College, 2020), p. 25.
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"The balance of power is not a static concept but a dynamic
one. It involves the continuous assessment of threats and
capabilities, the formation of alliances, and the strategic use of
economic and military resources to prevent any single power
from achieving dominance'".
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"The global balance of power is the main safeguard against
major wars. When power is relatively evenly distributed
among the leading states, the likelihood of conflict decreases
because no single state can be confident of victory?®".

diu!‘”‘t‘/u//:ﬁwgeﬂaﬁé;lk;qdﬂ}d:u:é?dzu/'l}u)l;{::’lb"
S Lo et LE T o (ot = b UG s
"G Br AL
L BTG G218 Sl U etk s LS 2o B 15
fu:/a“,t“«.u_‘atﬂm}"z};“'chduéiu;@dz"fuﬂé:}wuﬁut}?mLuu_d;ud/;
LS A8 e S TG s LT e Gt Rl S
Je JenPenliepersLir 2 LU Snl Do Sen sl B SS0S S 2128
NN & s e O ED S LG5 a8 TN s e
Ll S 2SS d B AL st iF bl e
Mutually Assured " i UJs/27 /zg)j O]’ z Jfgﬁ ey ol ,J;//i s & s/ fbj/uﬂ{
,_?nufib&/uf_ﬁfé“c_lp U NPy L;u’/..fz S 2.{_15£Destmction" (MAD)
(Joel Hayward)ﬁjﬁgf/ﬁ_g.dﬁ4gd/ﬁu&!&fﬁ("éf“\ e 4 L/')J;‘?’j"%O;{‘TJJL&?Ulur/r‘j

Sk
"The Islamic Principles of War identified in this study, derived

from the Prophet's practice, are not merely historical artifacts
but have direct relevance to twenty-first-century warfare.

20 Wolfgang Dane, "The Balance of Power in World Politics: Theory and Evidence," (Berlin:
Springer, 2015), p. 112.
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They provide a framework for Islamic armed forces to conduct
operations with both effectiveness and moral responsibility?!".
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"The current domestic and international environment that
Islamic States face is so different from any past era due to the
singular lethality and reach of modern weaponry, the erosion
of the state's monopoly on force, and the increasingly intrusive
and distorting role of 24/7 media coverage®*".
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"Despite the challenges, Islamic Principles of War offer a
viable framework for modern Islamic armed forces. They
provide guidance on the legitimate use of force, the protection
of non-combatants, and the importance of moral conduct even
in the midst of battle. What is needed now is for Islamic states
to invest in doctrinal development and professional military
education based on these principles®".
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*Joel Hayward, "Islamic Principles of War for the Twenty-First Century," (London: King's College
London & Islamic College, 2020), p. 40, https://archive.org/details/islamic-principles-of-war
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