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A Research and Religious Study of the Analysis and Critique of Ancient and Modern
Cultural Trends and Principles in Pukhtun Society
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Abstract

Pashtun society has historically been organized around tribal frameworks, customary laws,
and ethical codes such as Pashtunwali. These traditional structures emphasized honor,
hospitality, collective responsibility, and dispute resolution through Jirga systems. However,
modern developments including urbanization, education, globalization, and media exposure
have significantly transformed these long-standing cultural patterns. This study examines the
evolution of cultural trends and social transformations within the Pashtun society Pashtun
from a historical, sociological, and Islamic perspective. The study focuses on the interaction
between traditional tribal structures and modern influences, highlighting how both continuity
and change coexist in shaping contemporary Pashtun identity. The purpose of this research
was to analyze the dynamic relationship between traditional and modern cultural elements in
Pashtun society. It also aims to evaluate these cultural trends in light of Islamic principles to
determine which practices align with Sharia and which require reform or reinterpretation. This
study adopts a qualitative research design based on secondary data sources. The data has been
collected from academic books, peer-reviewed journals, anthropological studies, and Islamic
scholarly works. Thematic analysis is used to interpret cultural patterns, social changes, and
religious perspectives. A comparative approach is applied to examine differences between
traditional and modern structures. The findings reveal that Pashtun society is experiencing a
hybrid cultural transformation. While traditional institutions such as Jirga and Pashtunwali
remain influential, their authority has been partially replaced by state institutions, legal
systems, and modern governance structures. Education and media have reshaped youth
perspectives, leading to changes in family structure, gender roles, and social values. Despite
these changes, religious identity continues to play a central role in maintaining cultural
cohesion. The study concludes that Pashtun society is neither purely traditional nor fully
modern but exists in a transitional hybrid state. The coexistence of tradition and modernity
reflects an ongoing cultural negotiation. Sustainable development of this society depends on
balancing cultural heritage with modern institutional frameworks while ensuring alignment
with Islamic ethical principles.
Keywords: Pashtunwali, Jirga System, Pashtun Culture, Cultural Transformation, Islamic
Principles, Tribal Society, Modernization
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“The Pashtun code is not written in books but engraved in the hearts of its people.” !
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“The tribal system among Pathans is a decentralized political order where authority is distributed

among elders rather than centralized governance.”
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! Spain, James W., The Way of the Pathans (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 1962), p-45

2 Barth, Fredrik (Oslo University Press, 1959), p-78
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“The Jirga system represents a form of indigenous democracy where collective wisdom replaces
formal law.” '
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“Pashtunwali is a moral framework that governs all aspects of Pashtun life, from conflict
resolution to hospitality.” 2
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! Ahmed, Akbar S., Resistance and Control in Pakistan (London: Routledge, 1991 ), p- 112

2 Johnson, Thomas H., Understanding Pashtunwali (University of California Press, 2010), p. 34

3 Rashid, Ahmed, Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia (Yale University Press, 2000), p-23
¢ Dupree, Louis, Afghanistan (Princeton University Press, 1973), p. 289

> Bennett Jones, Owen, Pakistan: Eye of the Storm (Yale University Press, 2002), p. 67
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“Education introduces a new set of values that gradually transform traditional tribal societies into
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' Barth, Fredrik, Political Leadership among Swat Pathans (Oslo University Press, 1959), p. 102
z Ahmed, Akbar S., Resistance and Control in Pakistan (Routledge, 1991), p. 158

} Johnson, Thomas H., Understanding Pashtunwali (University of California Press, 2010), p. 61
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* Thomas H. Johnson, Understanding Pashtunwali (University of California Press, 2010), p. 34
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*Louis Dupree, Afghanistan (Princeton University Press, 1973), p. 289
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“Islam accommodates cultural diversity as long as it does not contradict the principles of
Sharia.”'
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“Justice in Islam must be based on clear evidence and judicial authority.”5
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' Wael B. Hallag, Sharia: Theory, Practice and Transformations (Cambridge University Press, 2009), p. 76
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? Jonathan A.C. Brown, Misquoting Muhammad (Oneworld Publications, 2014), p. 112
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> Mohammad Hashim Kamali, Sharia Law: An Introduction (Oneworld, 2008), p. 145
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“Islam granted women rights that were revolutionary for their time.”'
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“Sharia is adaptable to changing social contexts while preserving core principles.”3
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"Leila Ahmed, Women and Gender in Islam (Yale University Press, 1992), p. 66
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“Globalization creates hybrid identities that often blur traditional cultural boundaries.”'
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“Education is both a bridge to progress and a source of social differentiation.”
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“Modern Muslim societies constantly negotiate between tradition and modernity.”
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’ Tariq Ramadan, Western Muslims and the Future of Islam (Oxford University Press, 2004), p. 64
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“Economic migration reshapes traditional rural societies into urban-centric cultures.”

ST J;?Juﬂfj;’.,z-‘a&)d,g uﬁu?’@u’/,,/'/l/ Y 5/()“,«?:’/(_));(% (s> (economic migration) < 4 G
L0368 ot e B G (B 36 S 7 Ut L e Qo s F sl G SUd e T 5 A S s
rnuﬁfuéﬁm?utw}b»u‘i;r_wﬁt-‘ab/}fﬁzavm&,&: FES ot e &SNS Ul S )1 26
:&W&JV/‘}%;-‘L

3"-‘le;J:@)J/’fojdfL/Cur_dyt.@ué,ufuuufpoéw"
/uiwuﬁ;..ﬂutfwu/c,yfm(f‘j‘/gj,/fd‘w“;//ﬁ/,'gtgd)Ju;f/&c;dyl.&u,/zr¢ﬁu}tsg;mc,lb/f»fb»
S13 PSS £ 4 bt Sl 6 AP0 fo TS 20 1t Sa8 e blosis . 2l e S Uiure i
FFs e AT U G 3 S et n P OS82 e o S B e 80 64
‘Lglwif.l?‘g(misinformation) c«LPWJV&JI/(‘LL;LlJTJ/gL}L”LLIy J;/-‘Lp/}'/:!/&iﬁ@'cuﬁl

“Social media has become a powerful agent of cultural transformation.”
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“Future societies will be characterized by cultural hybridity rather than cultural purity.”'
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