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Abstract
This paper investigates Allama Muhammad Igbal’s philosophical and poetic articulation of
ljtihad—independent reasoning—in relation to Islamic Shari ‘ah, focusing on both his Urdu and
Persian works. Igbal conceptualizes Ijtihad not merely as a juristic mechanism but as a vital,
rejuvenating force necessary for the intellectual and spiritual vitality of the Muslim Ummah. His
thought emerges in response to the stagnation of traditional jurisprudence and the blind imitation
(taqlid) that had, in his view, paralyzed Islamic societies. Igbal argues for a re-opening of the “gate
of Ijtihad,” envisioning it as a process grounded in the Qur’an and Sunnah yet open to rational
inquiry and contextual relevance. Through his speeches, such as the Allahabad Address, and his
treatise The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, he presents Ijtihad as a dynamic and
continuous effort to align divine law with the needs of an evolving civilization. In his Urdu poem
“Ijtihad” and Persian collections such as Rumiiz-e-Bekhiidi and Payam-e-Mashriq, Igbal fuses
poetic imagination with jurisprudential insight, presenting the mujtahid as an enlightened thinker
who bridges tradition and modernity. This paper analyzes how Igbal integrates legal theory,
historical consciousness, and philosophical depth to propose a vision of Shari ‘ah that is adaptable,
forward-looking, and spiritually rooted. It concludes that Igbal’s notion of Ijtihad represents both
a critique of juristic inertia and a call for the creative reconstruction of Islamic legal and moral
frameworks in the modern age.
Keywords: Igbal, Ijtihad, Shari‘ah, Urdu Poetry, Persian Poetry, Islamic Law, Reform,
Intellectual Renewal.
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! (Igbal, Muhammad. Kulliyat-e Farsi [Lahawr: Iqbal Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 234)

2 (Igbal, Muhammad. Payam-e Mashriq [Lahawr: Iqbal Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 89)
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% (Igbal, Muhammad. Rumiiz-e Bikhudi [Lahawr: Iqbal Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 52)

4 (Igbal, Muhammad. Masnavi Pas Chih Bayad Kard Ay Agvam-e Sharq [Lahawr: Igbal
Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 17)
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® (Igbal, Muhammad. Zabiir-e ‘Ajam [Lahawr: Igbal Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 63)
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® (Asad, Nasir al-Din, Igbal dar Shi ‘r-i Farsi [Tehran: Anjuman-i Athar-i Milli, 1962], 118
" Igbal, Muhammad. Masnavi Pas Chih Bayad Kard Ay Aqvam-e Sharg [Lahawr: Igbal
Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 17

8 1qbal, Muhammad. Masnavi Pas Chih Bayad Kard Ay Aqvam-e Sharg [Lahawr: Igbal
Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 22
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Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 17
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10 Igqbal, Muhammad. Masnavi Pas Chih Bayad Kard Ay Agvam-e Sharq [Lahawr: Iqbal
Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 19
11 Igbal, Muhammad. Ku/liyat-e Urdu [Lahawr: Iqbal Academy Pakistan, 1986], 1: 342
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12 Na’1ni, Muhammad Husayn. Tanbih al-Umma wa Tanzih al-Milla. Tehran: Dar al-Fikr al-
Islami, 1334 AH, p. 78.

13 Na’ini, Muhammad Husayn, Tanbih al-Umma wa Tanzih al-Milla, Tehran: Dar al-Fikr al-
Islami, 1334 AH, p. 78
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14 (Igbal, Muhammad. Tashkil-i Jadid-i llahiyat-i Islamiyyah. Lahore: lgbal Academy Pakistan,
1989, p. 142.)

15 TiisT, Nasir al-Din, Tajrid al-Kalam, Tehran: Maktabat al-Hikma, 1285 AH, p. 112
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16 Khan, Ghulam Mustafa, Igbal aur Figh-i Islami, Lahore: Idara-e-Igbal, 1985, p. 132
17 1gbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Lahore: Sheikh Muhammad Ashraf,
1951, 155.)

109



