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A review of the intellectual trends of American orientalists
regarding matters of revelation.
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Abstract

This study explores the intellectual trends of American orientalists concerning the concept of
wahy (revelation) in Islam. Revelation, as understood in Islamic theology, is the divine
communication through which Allah conveys His message to His chosen prophets. While
Muslim scholars regard wahy as a transcendental and metaphysical reality beyond human
comprehension, American orientalists have approached it from secular, psychological, and
historical perspectives. Thinkers such as William James, Montgomery Watt, and John
Wansbrough interpret revelation not as a supernatural event but as a subjective, spiritual, or
socio-cultural phenomenon. They argue that the Prophet Muhammad’s revelatory experiences
reflect intense inner consciousness, poetic creativity, or social reformist inspiration rather
than direct divine speech. These interpretations align with the broader Western intellectual
tradition that seeks natural explanations for religious experiences. However, such views often
overlook the internal coherence, transformative power, and divine authenticity claimed by
Islamic revelation. The study critically examines these orientalist perspectives, highlighting
their methodological biases, epistemological limitations, and their divergence from the
Qur’anic worldview. It concludes that while American orientalists have contributed to
expanding the academic study of revelation, their analyses remain confined within humanistic
frameworks that fail to grasp the transcendent essence of wahy as a divine-human encounter
central to Islamic belief.
Keywords: Revelation, Wahy, American Orientalists, Islamic Thought, Psychology of
Religion, Hermeneutics, Divine Communication
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“He [Muhammad] projected his own inner desires into his revelations,
crafting them to serve his political and personal aims." "Muhammad
described an entity he called Gabriel, but no one else ever saw or heard this
being. It was his personal invisible adviser conveniently invoked to validate
whatever he wanted." “The earliest verses had little to do with religion and
were more about asserting authority.” “Islam was constructed to serve as a
system of control, using divine commands to secure obedience. '’ Muhammad
shaped his revelations to gain dominance, couching them in divine language
so his words would not be challenged."'! “Revelations came just in time to
Jjustify his marriages, wealth acquisition, and treatment of enemies.””'? The so-
called revelations began when Muhammad started spending long periods
alone in a cave. His mind was fertile ground for hallucinations that he
attributed to a supernatural source."’® "It is reasonable to consider that
Muhammad’s 'revelations' were symptomatic of temporal lobe epilepsy, a
condition that can produce auditory hallucinations, feelings of fear, and a
sensation of a divine presence."'?
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" F. W. Burlei gh, It's All About Muhammad: A Biography of the World’s Most Notorious Prophet, 1st ed. (San
Diego, CA: Zenga Books, 2014)41.
8F.W. Burleigh, It’s All About Muhammad, 52.
9 Burleigh, It’s All About Muhammad, 11.
10 Burleigh, It's All About Muhammad, 155.
Burleigh, It’s All About Muhammad45 M
12 Burleigh, It's All About Muhammad, 36.
Burleigh, It’s All About Muhammad, 28.13

F. W. Burleigh, It’s All About Muhammad, 34. 14
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"Muhammad crafted his god to serve his personal ambitions.
Allah’s revelations always coincided with his desires."”"There was
no supernatural being. Muhammad was the voice of his own
authority."'*"The Qur’an is not divine. It is the delusional rambling
of a man consumed by lust and power."!”"Revelation became
Muhammad’s  tool to silence dissent and command
obedience."’"Every time Muhammad faced opposition, a
revelation miraculously appeared to  justify his
actions."’"Revelation was not divine guidance; it was a
convenient excuse for plunder, sex, and conquest."*’"The so-called
angel Gabriel was nothing more than Muhammad’s hallucination
or fabrication."!
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15 Craig Winn, Prophet of Doom: Islam’s Terrorist Dogma in Muhammad’s Own Words (Crusader Publications,
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S #1450~ A prophet has appearedgm! Stephen J. Shoemaker

"The earliest Islamic sources do not present a uniform or
unambiguous narrative of Muhammad’s prophetic call or his first
revelations."*

"Christian and Jewish sources of the seventh century often saw
Muhammad’s revelations less as divine messages and more as
political or military proclamations."”"The Qur’anic angelic
encounters, especially with Gabriel, were viewed with skepticism
by Christian chroniclers who found such claims suspect or
heretical. "
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b/ (William Montgomery Watt) 2 1s(§ L ﬁ)
“His readiness to undergo persecution for his beliefs... argue a sincerity of

purpose.”
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et/ (William Muir),» (s
“If Muhammad had been a mere imposter, he would never have endured such

hardships.”'
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“The Prophet showed a remarkable degree of forgiveness and forbearance

towards his enemies, even when he had full power over them.”
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“Muhammad did not impose Islam by force but appealed to reason, ethics, and

. . 953
justice.
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"There is no convincing reason to suppose that Muhammad was in any way
mentally deranged... the theory of hallucination does not fit the facts.""’
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"The psychological explanation fails to account for the power, the moral
elevation, and the enduring influence of the revelation.""’
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"Muhammad was a man of surpassing ability and vision, and he was

absolutely sincere in his belief in the truth of the message he had received. He
was a great reformer, driven by a profound moral vision.""’
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"Epileptic seizures are generally marked by confusion, incoherence, and loss

of memory, while the religious experiences of great mystics and prophets are
characterized by clarity, vision, and enduring influence."®®
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