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Abstract

This study provides a critical examination of Ziya’ al-Nabt by Pir Karam Shah al-Azhari, focusing on its
intellectual engagement with Orientalist critiques of the Prophet Muhammad’s alss «le & Aalife and
mission. The book represents a monumental contribution to Urdu Sirah literature in the modern era, where
Orientalist objections—particularly those concerning Prophetic revelation, the authenticity of historical
sources, family and social life, and the nature of Jihdd—are systematically addressed. Pir Karam Shah’s
approach differs from traditional apologetics by employing a balanced methodology that integrates Qur’anic
exegesis, Hadith scholarship, rational argumentation, and historical contextualization. Through this
comprehensive framework, he dismantles the Orientalist claim that revelation was a psychological
experience, affirms the reliability of early Islamic historiography, and demonstrates the defensive and ethical
nature of Jihad in Islam. The analysis reveals that Orientalist critiques often relied on selective references,
biased assumptions, and neglect of historical contexts, whereas Ziya’ al-Nabi provides holistic and spiritually
grounded responses. Furthermore, the research highlights the continuing relevance of Pir Karam Shah'’s
work as a constructive intellectual model, showing that classical Islamic scholarship retains the capacity to
engage with modern critical discourses effectively. Ultimately, this study reaffirms the significance of Strah
literature in defending the moral and intellectual authority of the Prophet ,ol s «de & Lawhile offering an
enduring framework for scholarly dialogue and resistance against ideological distortions.

Key Words: Sirah, Orientalism, Ziya' al-Nabi, Refutation, Prophetic Model, Intellectual
Resistance
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Orientalism is a Western style for dominating,
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