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Abstract
The concept of a "religious state" (dawlah diniyyah) represents a historical fusion of faith and
governance, where divine law shapes political authority. This study systematically explores its
etymological (lughawi) and terminological (istilahi) dimensions through classical lexicons and
scholarly texts. Arabic sources (Lisan al-‘Arab, Taj al- ‘Aris, al-Qamiis al-Muhit) define din as
obedience (ta‘ah), divine legislation (shari‘ah), and recompense (jaza’), while riyasah denotes
leadership and sovereignty. Persian dictionaries (Burhan-i Qati‘, Lughatnamah-yi Dihkhuda,
Farhang-i Mu ‘in) interpret din as creed (kish), sacred law (shari‘at), and riydsat as dominion
(padshahi). English lexicons (Oxford, Cambridge, Merriam-Webster) frame "religious state” as a
polity governed by ecclesiastical authority or divine mandate, often equating it with theocracy.
Terminologically, Islamic thinkers (al-Mawardi, Ibn Taymiyyah, al-Shatibi, al-Qaradawi)
emphasize khilafah as viceregency (niyabah) for safeguarding religion and administering worldly
affairs under shari'ah. Persian scholars (Nizam al-Mulk, Khwajah Nasir al-Din Tiisi) stress
mutual reinforcement of sultanate and faith, while Western theorists (Weber, Montesquieu,
Huntington) highlight theocratic legitimacy versus secular autonomy. The research concludes that
a religious state is a sovereign entity where supreme authority derives from divine ordinance,
enforced through ethical governance, balancing spiritual obedience with societal welfare. This
framework remains relevant for contemporary debates on Islamic governance, theocracy, and
state-religion dynamics in Pakistan and beyond. (248 words)
Keywords: Religious State, Etymology, Terminology, Theocracy, Shariah Governance,
Comparative Lexicology, Islamic Polity
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1. Oxford English Dictionary
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Definition: A state which recognizes a particular religion as its official faith, and whose laws are based

.. . 23(
on religious principles.
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2. Cambridge English Dictionary
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3 Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010, 3rd ed, s.v. “Religious State.”
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Definition: A country governed by the rules of a religion or in which religion has an official status.”

st o S i Sl ed L9 Faer # S
(OGS i) b b L 1S S s (1D:e 3 g U 0 At A0 A
Mt (pz A5G ué':ul(&’.’. OIS S A BBy i Ly YRS PN
..U/{:/JJ&@EJ,Q‘LJgé.bf&i@d/;%}uwrujéé’/;
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Definition: A nation in which religion has a central and official role in government and law ¢
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1 Cambridge English Dictionary, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015, s.v. “Religious State.”
2 Merriam-Webster Dictionary, Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, 2003, 11th ed. s.v. “Religious State.”
3 Collins English Dictionary, Glasgow: HarperCollins, 2014, 12th ed. s.v. “Religious State
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5. American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language
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Definition: A state in which the authority of government is derived from divine guidance or religious

doctrine.)l(
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Definition: A country where religion strongly influences or directly controls the government.)Z(
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7. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

1 American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2011, 5th ed. s.v. “Religious State.”
2 Macmillan Dictionary, London: Macmillan Publishers, 2009, s.v. “Religious State.”

94



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 04 (2025)
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Definition: A state in which laws and governance are closely tied to the principles of a specific

religion.™¢
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Definition: A political entity in which religious institutions and authorities hold dominant power.)Z(
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9. Chambers English Dictionary
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Definition: A country where the constitution and governance are shaped by religious beliefs.™
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1 Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, Harlow: Pearson Education, 2014, 6th ed. s.v. “Religious State.”
2 Random House Dictionary, New York: Random House, 2010, 2nd ed. s.v. “Religious State.”
3 Chambers English Dictionary, Edinburgh: Chambers Harrap, 2016, 13th ed, s.v. “Religious State.”
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10. Encyclopaedia Britannica (Lexicon).
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Definition: A type of state where the legal and political framework is inseparable from the teachings
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1 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2010, 15th ed. s.v. “Religious State.”
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"A theocracy is a form of government in which a deity is recognized as

the supreme ruler, and the laws are interpreted by religious

authorities."(l)

U FUL ST AU e W e e Jo§l b gl o e A A P U
Oxford English Dictionary
,g,«.n(:ﬁl,upd'/“/?l uﬁu’u/‘acgf/‘(gd/u’!ugbfgguﬁayr‘} JOxford English Dictionary (OED)
auwﬂg:ﬂmu&n:}*ﬁﬁ;téuu@uf@" LWMJ/d}?,‘ugg}bﬁjwi&wﬁiuwwluﬂ
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"Theocracy: a system of government in which priests rule in the name

of Godora god."(Z)
L6 Z b de P o @ e dniit 2 s L unni§aede St eruiad e dedt ity 7
P YIS
Britannica Encyclopedia

L L 17685 d/f‘a&yz/l? uﬁgz@%w}’”;_gm ﬁ:ﬁJQ‘)EnCyCIOpaedia Britannica
Unike P el mjwia:w? S LU R 4 w,-f u{ s % (Edinburgh) 1 £ 4/
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"Theocracy, government by divine guidance or by officials who are

regarded as divinely guided."®

1 Encyclopedia of Religion, New York: Macmillan, 2005, P: 211
2 Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010, P:1354
3 Encyclopedia Britannica, Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc, 2015, 15th ed., P:456
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Merriam-Webster Dictionary
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(etymology) il (Spellil’lg)fﬂv“ﬁl’“f&l}/‘&/ﬂ LEW!uﬁJl-u{/uﬁ;l 828J_ Noah Webster ).l(d/g/)
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‘c&wﬂ}wuﬁjviuﬂf»&f/m (antonyms) 561 sl2>« (synonyms):«ﬁ)l/“‘ufu’l_‘ag//
"Theocracy is government of a state by immediate divine guidance or
by officials who are regarded as divinely guided."(l)
_‘at'/'//!ﬁf“l/?ﬁ.t:%u?)u!/gleu:uéﬁ’gzﬁr+ﬂ!/ﬁgimmediate divine guidance uﬁg._?/.]u’!
Max Weber Sociology of Religion
« The Sociology of Religion (1920%41:@(01/;!ujLnJ?qu/G"&lzéangax Weber (1864-1920)
‘Laupd)yf...{!/?/b/&k’i%i(fi
"Weber describes theocracy as a type of domination where political

authority is legitimized by religious norms and leaders. "@

_w"%)/l}'//lg{{—/}éb.«fl(j/lﬂ?i&.l(j’/-‘:/}!:d?/iﬁ!u:?})yf‘jl!JME/U?J&WL/;J
Montesquieu Spirit of Laws
"De I'esprit des lois" (The Spirit *mfd/u?éﬁdym&gJ:)!/'ugMontesquieu(1689—1755)
G IS P e S LB e §EB s (e Ul 15 21748 4 Fof Laws)
_‘LKJ;JUVM{U}J!"L(j}']!’/)’;«/:’b"u}jg‘ﬁ/}c
"In a theocracy, God himself is the legislator, and priests are his

interpreters. "®
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1 Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Springfield: Merriam-Webster, 2003, 11th ed., P:1324
2 Max Weber, The Sociology of Religion, Boston: Beacon Press, 1993, P:112
3 Montesquieu, The Spirit of Laws, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989, P:243
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Harold J. Berman Law and Revolution
Law and Revolution: (/7™ § 2 & 9658 £lsilus (96 & #1{iHarold J. Berman (1918-2007)
_'ao/u’l‘&né@:_ (UsA) uff/,:&”/zf{’ﬁ/ul,ufy 1 983/@&The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition
Luf}@uﬁwwz S1s" (Western Legal Tradition) .:»Ju&im}/”uﬁ.;/gfgu?,%,é.u”/,ut
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Wi F3356 b L $ 5 S T £
"A religious state is one in which the law of God is the ultimate source
of legitimacy and authority."(l)
_4u;;i;/i}&0’f;r94(61u:"l:.lgd/ufl}(lffg}%:‘aﬂlz@b’é: God’s law fngu,”‘lulf(,
Samuel Huntington The Clash of Civilizations
"The Clash of A G & Ux? & =Ll 4l u{/l ™ LiSamuel P. Huntington (1927-2008)
JwﬁSimon & Schuster, USA) ‘;1996w¢|&4c1vinzations and the Remaking of World Order" (
.ﬁgbazuﬁlaﬁd”& (Ideologies) .;g/J)yu((;tﬁuﬁg;wébé;/&wxéj*&-g‘f;,%t"/v{myt,
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"In Islamic civilization, theocracy implies that political power is

inseparable from religious authority."(Z)

_‘g;w;gyu),?d;/‘/zwzn/u##Lb;miu?}u?;:mJguﬁuidw’uﬁfug/u?z%
John Locke A Letter Concerning Toleration

pz:u:updf’ Uer 1689631 5% "A Letter Concerning Toleration" ).Jl-..5™ §John Locke (1632-1704)

1 Harold J. Berman, Law and Revolution: The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition, Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
1983, P:59

2 Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order, New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996, P:210
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"Where the magistrate claims to rule by divine authority, there is no

room for liberty."(l)
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Will Durant The Story of Civilization

"The Story of i¢? S+ (§ Ariel Durant (1898-1981) -4 § ¢/l 2#/Will Durant (1885-1981)
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"In theocracy, religion and politics are fused, making the church the
ruler of the state."®
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1 John Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration, Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 1983, P:45
2 Will Durant, The Story of Civilization, Vol. 4, New York: Simon & Schuster, 1950, P:310
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