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Abstract

This study critically examines the dialectical relationship between al-Ghazali’s
Islamic philosophical theology and the broader tradition of Persian ethical wisdom,
focusing on how the interplay between falsafah (philosophy) and shari’ah
(revelatory law) shaped the moral consciousness of the Islamic intellectual world.
Through a close analysis of al-Ghazali’s key works—particularly 7hya’™ ‘Ulum al-
Din, Mizan al- ‘Amal, and Tahdfut al-Falasifah—the paper explores his attempt to
reconcile reason and revelation in defining the moral ideal (al-khayr al-akmal). 1t
further situates his thought in dialogue with the Persian philosophical heritage
represented by thinkers such as Ibn Sina, Nasir al-Din al-Tisi, and Shihab al-Din
Suhrawardi, highlighting how this dialogue oscillates between rational ethics and
divine command morality. The research argues that al-Ghazali’s synthesis of
metaphysical reasoning and spiritual discipline represents a turning point in Islamic
moral philosophy: an endeavor to root ethical behavior not merely in rational
cognition but in the illumination of the heart (niir al-qalb). In this dynamic tension
between intellect and faith, Persian philosophical humanism meets Islamic
theological rigor, producing an ethical vision that is both rationally coherent and
spiritually transformative.

Keywords: al-Ghazali, Persian philosophy, ethics, shari‘ah, falsafah, spirituality,
reason, revelation, moral philosophy, Islamic thought.
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16 Sa‘di, Biistan (Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyah, 1376 AH), 3: 29

17 Al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid, Ihya’ ‘Uliim al-Din (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1356 AH), 1: 24.
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1 Al-Ghazali, Abt Hamid, Kimiya-yi Sa ‘adat (Tehran: Dar al-Khayr, 1360 AH), 2: 51
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25 Al-Qur’an, 33:36
26 Al-Ghazali, Abt Hamid, Tahafut al-Falasifa (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1356 AH), 1: 112
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28 Sana’1, Hakim, Hadiqat al-Haqiga wa Shari ‘at al-Tariga (Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-‘1lmiyah, 1371
AH), 2: 64

2 Riimi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-i Ma ‘nawr (Tehran: Kitabkhana-yi Tahuri, 1378 AH), 4: 102

30 Sa‘di, Biistan (Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al- Tlmiyah, 1376 AH), 2: 11

31 AL-Qur'an, 49:13

32 Al-Ghazali, Abi Hamid, Kimiya-yi Sa ‘adat (Tehran: Dar al-Khayr, 1360 AH), 2: 99
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33 Riim1, Mathnawi-i Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Kitabkhana-yi Tahari, 1378 AH), 3: 122.
3% Al-Ghazali, Abi Hamid, /hya’ ‘Uliim al-Din (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1356 AH), 1: 84

120



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 04 (2025)

et 2 e Qbrertd e 2 Fil e St o231l ubie 26 8sm S s Zdip
_‘g(}%,’gu‘t{ﬁﬁ
:uj“&adu-g;d,yui’rx’}’ﬁg}f;/?i/&lpuLJd/GfJﬂtdl
35.. Ll ple el (e b SOy / 555 Bis 234 5y |y Jis
"o B LT e Qe Qe ST E
et/ ET e 3 I S u b T e p 7 LS
HUAS epistemological harmony Wi » L S slerid et/ AP 2 S e T 1

-
¢

45 /fﬁﬁué!uﬁ‘fyg(:,fd/smdty’_r
e T E 15 L L et §bio (P LU Uit 26 S G 7 U
ey
36-3Lu Jal Q1 3LaS d5,5 1 5l 2ol (a9 Spalls Q01 55 4ol 2l (3
st L § U dea t ol S AT 2stea b 6 L1 b b S e i L) 2
e bl
b e g PGP S0 Lo S iF
Loa L F LT 5 s
:uji&l‘/
3700 3os5? s ] s S s JE a7

JSJW d)ﬁ’“’jsub,)j‘ P LS)W LS‘B‘}SLJJ ‘[3,3 d&’jsdﬂ-ﬁﬁ bT aacH
”_lfé

et SIS LG
Uit st 16 16 S U1 2t a5 il LS 36 7 76 56t L G161 L1

,cz-t‘j:?c;l,ééﬁé

3% Rami, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-i Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Kitabkhana-yi Tahari, 1378 AH), 2: 75

3¢ Al-Ghazali, Aba Hamid, Kimiya-yi Sa ‘adat (Tehran: Dar al-Khayr, 1360 AH), 1: 32

37 Sana’1, Hakim, Hadiqat al-Haqiga wa Shari ‘at al-Tariga (Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiya, 1371 AH),
1: 98
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38 Al-Ghazali, Abi Hamid, Mizan al- ‘Amal (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabiya, 1328 AH), 2: 7
39 Riimi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-i Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Kitabkhana-yi Tahiir1, 1378 AH), 3: 56
%0 Al-Ghazali, Abt Hamid, /iya’ ‘Uliim al-Din (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1356 AH), 3: 112

4 Riim1, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-i Ma ‘nawt (Tehran: Kitabkhana-yi Tahtir1, 1378 AH), 1: 31
2 Sa“di, Gulistan (Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah, 1376 AH), 1: 2
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