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ABSTRACT

This research paper critically examines the objections raised by two prominent Western scholars, William Muir
and H.G. Wells, regarding the biography (Sirah) of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The study explores their
claims through a rigorous analytical lens, probing the underlying biases, historical inaccuracies, and
methodological flaws in their works. It investigates Muir’s assertions about the Prophet’s (PBUH) Medinan
period, where he alleges a shift from spiritual sincerity to political opportunism, and scrutinizes Wells’ portrayal
of the Prophet (PBUH) as egotistical and self-deceptive. By engaging with primary Islamic sources, historical
evidence, and rebuttals from Muslim scholars like Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and Syed Abul A’la Maududi, the paper
systematically deconstructs these Orientalist narratives. Additionally, it highlights the testimonies of non-Muslim
intellectuals, such as W. Montgomery Watt and R. Bosworth Smith, whose objective analyses counterbalance the
polemical claims of Muir and Wells. The study concludes that the objections of both authors stem from cultural
prejudice, selective readings, and a lack of contextual understanding, ultimately reaffirming the moral, spiritual,
and historical integrity of the Prophet’s (PBUH) life and mission.

Key Terms: Orientalism, Sirah, Prophetic Biography, William Muir, H.G. Wells, Critical
Analysis, Historical Bias, Islamic Scholarship.
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“But the scene altogether changes at Medina. There the acquisition of temporal power,
aggrandisement, and self-glorification, mingled with the grand object of the Prophet’s previous
life; and they were sought after and attained by precisely the same instrumentality. Messages
from heaven were freely brought forward to justify his political conduct, equally with his
religious precepts. Battles were fought, wholesale executions inflicted, and territories annexed,
under pretext of the Almighty’s sanction. Nay, even baser actions were not only excused, but
encouraged, by the pretended divine approval or command. A special license was produced,

allowing Mahomet a double number of wives; the discreditable affair with Mary the Coptic
slave was justified in a separate Sura; and the passion for the wife of his own adopted son and
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bosom friend, was the subject of an inspired message in which the Prophet’s scruples were
rebuked by God, a divorce permitted, and marriage with the object of his unhallowed desires
enjoined! If we say that such revelations were believed by Mahomet sincerely to bear the divine
sanction, it can be but in a very modified and peculiar sense. He was not only responsible for
that belief, but, in arriving at any such conviction, he must have done violence to his judgment
and to the better principles of his nature.”!
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“It was full of the spirit of kindliness, generosity and brotherhood; it was a simple and

understandable religion; it was instinct with the chivalrous sentiment of the desert; and it made
its appeal straight to the commonest instincts in the composition of ordinary men.”
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“Islam spread itself from the Indus to the Atlantic and Spain before worldliness, the old trading

and plundering spirit had completely recovered their paralyzing sway over the Arab
intelligence and will. "
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"But it is surely manifest that he was a being of commoner clay; he was vain, egotistical,

tyrannous, and a self-deceiver; and it would throw all our history out of proportion if, out of an
insincere deference to the possible Moslem reader, we were to present him in any other light."
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His readiness to undergo persecutions for his beliefs, the high moral character of the men who
believed in him and looked up to him as leader, and the greatness of his ultimate achievement
— all argue his fundamental integrity. To suppose Muhammad an impostor raises more
problems than it solves. Moreover, none of the great figures of history is so poorly appreciated

in the West as Muhammad.”!°
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“He was Caesar and Pope in one; but he was Pope without the Pope's pretensions, and Caesar
without the legions of Caesar: without a standing army, without a bodyguard, without a palace,

without a fixed revenue; if ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by a Right Divine, it
was Mohammed. .. The simplicity of his private life was in keeping with his public life.”!!
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