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Abstract

This research article offers a comparative examination of the textual (matn)
criteria applied in Hadith criticism by the four prominent Imams: Abu Hanifa,
Malik ibn Anas, Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i, and Ahmad ibn Hanbal. While the
authenticity of Hadith relies heavily on the chain of narration (sanad), the content
(matn) must also be scrutinized for coherence with the Quran, established Sunnah,
consensus of the Ummah, and rational principles. The study delves into each
Imam's methodology: Abu Hanifa's focus on rational deduction and alignment with
general jurisprudential principles; Malik's emphasis on the living practice of the
people of Medina as a benchmark for textual validity; Shafi'i's rigorous insistence
on harmony with definitive texts and avoidance of anomalies or hidden defects;
and Ahmad's prioritization of textual traditions over analogy, with flexibility for
weaker narrations in matters of virtues, provided they do not contradict core
principles. Through this analysis, shared foundational standards—such as
conformity with the Quran and consensus—are highlighted alongside distinctive
differences influenced by historical, intellectual, and regional contexts. The
findings underscore the dynamic evolution of Hadith sciences and its impact on the
diversity of Islamic jurisprudence.
Keywords: Hadith criticism; Matn criteria; Four Imams; Usul al-Hadith; Abu
Hanifa; Malik ibn Anas; Al-Shafi'i; Ahmad ibn Hanbal; Comparative analysis;
Textual authentication
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Abu Hanifa subjected hadith to the strict test of conformity

with reason and general principles, often preferring rational

deduction over solitary reports.*

! Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, *al-Intiqa’ fi Fada’il al-Thalathah al-A’immah al-Fugaha’* (Cairo:
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, 1997), 145.

? al-Khatib al-Baghdadt, *Tarikh Baghdad* (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 2001),
15:457.

3 al-Shatibi, *al-Muwafaqat f1 Ustl al-Shari‘ah* (Riyadh: Dar Ibn ‘Affan, 1997), 4:113.
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* Joseph Schacht, *The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence* (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1950), 74.

> Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, *al-Tamhid li-ma fi al-Muwatta’ min al-Ma‘ani wa-al-Asanid*
(Rabat: Wizarat al-Awqaf wa-al-Shu'in al-Islamiyyah, 1982), 1:75
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® al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, *al-Faqih wa-al-Mutafaqqih* (Beirut: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 1997),
1:151.

" al-Shatibi, *al-Muwiafagqat fi Usiil al-Shari‘ah* (Riyadh: Dar Ibn ‘Affan, 1997), 4:219.
® Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, *I‘lam al-Muwaqqi‘n ‘an Rabb al-‘Alamin* (Cairo: Dar al-
Hadith, 1991), 2:362
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Al-Shafi‘i was the first to insist that the Prophetic tradition
must be scrutinized not only in isnad but also in its content,
ensuring harmony with Qur’an and consensus.'’
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® al-Bayhagqf, *al-Madkhal il4 al-Sunan al-Kubra* (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- Tlmiyyah,
1987), 211.

¥ 1pn Hajar al-"Asqalani, *al-Nukat ‘ala Kitab Ibn al-Salah* (Riyadh: Maktabat Adwa’
al-Salaf, 1999), 2:714

1 Joseph Schacht, The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1950), 10-12, 37-38.
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'2 Ibn Taymiyyah, *Majmi" al-Fatawa* (Riyadh: Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd, 1995), 20:221
3 1bn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, *I‘1am al-Muwaqqi‘In* (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 1991), 1:31.
14 al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, *al-Jarh wa-al-Ta dil* (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1986), 1:153,
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> |bn Rajab al-Hanbali, *Sharh ‘Ilal al-Tirmidhi* (Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah, 1997), 1:87.
18 1bn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, *al-Nukat ‘ald Kitab Ibn al-Salah* (Riyadh: Maktabat Adwa’
al-Salaf, 1999), 2:7109.
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17 Ignaz Goldziher, *Muslim Studies* (London: Allen & Unwin, 1971), 2:45.
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