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Abstract

Ibn Taymiyyah (661-728 AH) occupies a central position in Islamic intellectual
history due to his distinctive approach to the enduring question of the relationship
between reason (‘aql) and revelation (naqgl). This study critically and analytically
explores Ibn Taymiyyah’s hermeneutical methodology, arguing that his thought
represents neither rigid literalism nor a rejection of rational inquiry, but rather a
coherent and integrated epistemological model. Drawing primarily upon his seminal
works, including Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘Aql wa al-Naql, Majmii‘ al-Fatawa, and
Mugqaddimah fi Usil al-Tafsir, this article demonstrates how Ibn Taymiyyah
systematically challenges the presumed conflict between reason and revelation. He
contends that authentic rational knowledge can never contradict sound transmitted
texts, and that apparent contradictions arise only from flawed reasoning or
misinterpretation of revelation. Through an examination of key theological and
epistemological issues, such as divine attributes, causality, and the sources of
certainty, this study highlights Ibn Taymiyyah's insistence on the primacy of
revelation alongside a disciplined and subordinate use of reason. The article further
situates his methodology within the broader Islamic intellectual tradition,
distinguishing it from both speculative theology and uncritical traditionalism. By
reconstructing Ibn Taymiyyah’s balanced framework, this research reveals its
enduring relevance for contemporary Islamic thought, especially in addressing
modern challenges related to rationalism, scientism, and interpretive pluralism.
Ultimately, the study presents Ibn Taymiyyah’s hermeneutics as a dynamic and
intellectually rigorous paradigm that offers valuable insights for harmonizing faith
and reason in the modern Muslim world.
Keywords: lbn Taymiyyah, Reason and Revelation, Hermeneutics, Epistemology,
Islamic Theology, Qur’anic Interpretation, Rationalism
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1 Ibn Taymiyyah, Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘Aql wa al-Nagl, ed. Muhammad Rashad Salim
(Riyadh: Jami‘at al-Imam, 1991), 1:87-92.
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2 lIbn Taymiyyah, Majmii‘ al-Fatawa, ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Qasim (Riyadh: King
Fahd Complex, 1995), 3:25-30.
3 Ibn Taymiyyah, Mugaddimabh fi Usil al-Tafsir (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 2002), 15-18.
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4 Al-Shahrastani, Al-Milal wa al-Nikal (Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifah, 1993), 1:43-55.
5 Al-Baghdadi, Usil al-Din (Istanbul: Dar al-Funiin, 1928), 85-90.
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6 lIbn Taymiyyah, Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘Aql wa al-Nagl, ed. Muhammad Rashad Salim
(Riyadh: Jami‘at al-Imam, 1991), 1:45-50.

7 lbn Taymiyyah, Majmii ‘ al-Fatawa, ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Qasim (Riyadh: King
Fahd Complex, 1995), 9:310-315.

8 Ibn Taymiyyah, Al-Radd ‘ala al-Mantigiyyin (Cairo: Maktabat al-Sunnah, 1993),
85-92.
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% Wael B. Hallag, The Impossible State (New York: Columbia University Press,
2013), 140-148.
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