QUALITATIVE RESEARCH JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ISSN Online: 3006-4686, ISSN Print: 3006-4678
Volume No: 02 Issue No: 03 (2025)

) u} lp/)l:«l?bl(f' (e :yyu?zutub@
Religious Tourism in Pakistan: Economic Potential and Global Relations

Muhammad Zahir

PhD Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore
Dr. Zahid Lateef

Chairman, Department of Islamic Studies, University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore

Abstract

This article analyzes the concept, scope, and significance of religious tourism in Pakistan
by examining its linguistic and conceptual foundations in Arabic, Qur’anic usage, and
English terminology, alongside historical and contemporary perspectives. It highlights
Pakistan's rich religious and cultural diversity, encompassing sacred sites of Islam,
Buddhism, Sikhism, Hinduism, and Christianity, and assesses the current state of tourism
with a focus on religious tourism as a key sector. The study identifies major challenges
such as infrastructure, governance, security, and policy gaps, while emphasizing the
economic, social, and diplomatic potential of religious tourism in terms of employment,
foreign exchange, interfaith harmony, and global image-building. It concludes that
strategic planning and sustainable development of religious tourism can significantly
contribute to Pakistan's socio-economic growth and international standing.
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a journey made for pleasure during which several different towns, countries, etc. are visited"’

16 Sally Wehmeier, Colin MclIntosh, and Joanna Turnbull, Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary, New York: Oxford University Press, 1997, p.1234.
17 Sally Wehmeier ; Colin Mcintosh ;Joanna Turnbull, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary,

p.1224
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"Every Indian pilgrim to Kartarpur corridor has to pay $20 as a service fee, which

directly contributes to foreign exchange earnings of Pakista™ "
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“Religious tourism is one of the most ancient forms of travel and today it remains a
major segment of the tourism industry generating billions in foreign exchange

26
annually”.
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* HT Correspondent. “Pakistan Imposes $20 Charge on Pilgrims to Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara.”

Hindustan Times (New Delhi), September 12, 2019. https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-

news/pakistan-imposes-20-charge-on-pilgrims-to-kartarpur-sahib-gurdwara/
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*® World Tourism Organization. Religious Tourism in Asia and the Pacific. Madrid: UNWTO,
2013.

*" Ministry of Religious Affairs, Government of Pakistan. Religious Tourism Report, 2021.
Islamabad.

*¥ Kalim, Inayat, Minhas Majeed Khan, and Areeja Syed. “Religious Tourism: A Key Sector for
Pakistan’s Socio-Economic Growth.” Peshawar Islamicus 11, no. 2 (July—December 2020).

* Dr. Bacha, "Religious Tourism and Its Impact on Entrepreneurial Development at Kartarpur

Corridor, Punjab-Pakistan," Journal of Business & Tourism 9 (2024): 56-75.
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3% Shaikh, Hina, and Nazish Afraz. “Pakistan Is Uniquely Placed to Take Advantage of Religious
Tourism. What Is Stopping Us?” Dawn, May 2, 2019. https://www.dawn.com/news/1479801.
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