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Abstract:
Sufism and spirituality represent an essential dimension of Islamic teachings, primarily aimed at the
purification of the soul, moral refinement, and attaining closeness to Allah. The primary sources for
teaching Sufism include the Qur’an, the Sunnah of the Prophet % the practices of the Companions and
the Successors, and the writings of renowned Sufi scholars such as Ihya Ulum al-Din, Risala al-
Qushayriyyah, Kashf al-Mahjub, and other ethical and spiritual works. In religious seminaries, the
teaching of Sufism is generally conducted through the study of prescribed texts, spiritual guidance from
teachers, and moral exhortation. While this approach emphasizes spiritual training, it often lacks critical
and analytical engagement, pedagogical diversity, and relevance to contemporary intellectual contexts.
At times, Sufism is reduced to outward rituals, ascetic practices, or the master—disciple relationship,
which prevents a comprehensive understanding of its broader Islamic framework. Moreover, in
addressing modern challenges such as materialism, moral decline, intellectual confusion, and spiritual
emptiness, the practical, balanced, and reformative aspects of Sufism are not adequately incorporated
into the teaching process. Although Madaris maintain that Sufism operates under the authority of
Shariah, there remains a clear need for greater research depth and contemporary application within its
pedagogical methodology.
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