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Abstract

This paper conducts a critical and analytical study of two stylistic and rhetorical
phenomena in Ibn Khaldiin's Mugaddimah: civilizational metonymy (al-kindyah
al-tamadduniyah) and verbal repetition (al-takrar al-lafzi). While Ibn Khaldin
has been extensively studied as a historian and sociologist, his linguistic and
rhetorical strategies—particularly how he uses metonymy to condense complex
civilizational processes and repetition to reinforce epistemological claims—
remain under-researched. This study addresses a research gap in the stylistic
analysis of classical Arabic historical prose from a combined literary and critical
perspective. Using a qualitative analytical methodology grounded in classical
Arabic balaghah (rhetoric) and modern discourse analysis, the paper examines
selected passages from the Mugaddimah to identify patterns of metonymic
substitution (e.g., "the desert" for Bedouin social organization, "the throne" for
dynastic power) and types of lexical repetition (anaphora, epizeuxis, and
structural parallelism). Key findings indicate that Ibn Khaldin employs
civilizational metonymy as a cognitive shortcut to link material conditions to
abstract social theories, while verbal repetition serves both mnemonic and
argumentative functions—reinforcing his cyclical theory of ‘asabiyyah (group
feeling) and dynastic rise and fall. The study concludes that Ibn Khaldiin's prose
is not merely functional but strategically rhetorical, blending historiographical
precision with literary artistry. Recommendations include further comparative
studies with other classical Arab historians (e.g., al-Tabari, al-Masudi) and
application of computational stylistics to Ibn Khaldiin's corpus.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldiin, Muqgaddimah, civilizational metonymy, verbal
repetition, Arabic rhetoric, historical discourse, “asabiyyah
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Ibn Khaldun states in his discussion on Bedouins as the origin of sedentary life:
“For the Bedouins are prior to the sedentary people in civilization,
because Bedouin life is the origin and foundation of sedentary life...

and the Bedouins are closer to goodness and virtue than the
sedentary people.”®
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Ibn Khaldtn states on group feeling as the driving force of royal authority:

“Royal authority is not achieved except through group feeling, and

group feeling does not exist except through lineage or something

similar... and when the dynasty loses group feeling, it loses its

spirit. ”1°
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Ibn Khaldtin describes the senility stage of a dynasty:
“When the dynasty reaches the stage of senility, it begins to
disintegrate and vanish, and social diseases such as extravagance,
luxury, and corruption become widespread. ”'*
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! Ibn Khaldiin, The Muqgaddimah: An Introduction to History, trans. Franz
Rosenthal (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967), 1: 5.
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